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du oldo edon godim in-
san, gorlinlir, elo bun-
dan sonra yasadigi yeri

isiglandirmagq fikrins diisiib. Olbatto
ki, onun bu mogsadlo istifado etdi-
yi vasitolorin ilk dofo harada vo no
vaxt meydana golmasi haqqinda
fikir yiriitmok ¢otindir. Bununla
belo todgigatgilar onlarin yaranma
tarixinin orta das - mezolit dovriino
(e.o. X-VII minilliklora) gedib
cixdigin1 ehtimal edirlor. Arasdir-
malar gostorir ki, ilk isiglandirma
vasitosi kimi i¢ibos das kimi te-
bii nosnalordon istifads olunub.
On qodim isiglandirma vasitosi —
das ¢iraq 1940-c1 ildo Fransanin
Lasko magarasinda askar edilib.
Arxeologlarin iddialarina gors, ilk
qabigsokilli isiglandirma wvasitslori
6000 il ovval, Neolit dovrinds
hazirlanib. Bir qisim miitoxassis is9
gacdon gabigsakilli ¢iraglarin 2600
il ovval Sumerdo hazirlandigini
iddia edir. Gorilindiiyli kimi, ilk
isiglandirma vasitesinin no vaxt
vo harada yaranmasi haqqinda
miixtolif miilahizolor irali striiliir.

Tapintilara asason tam ominliklo
sOylomok olar ki, basor 6vladinin bu
giino kimi istifads etdiyi isiqlandir-
ma vasitolorinin novleri dovriing
vo mokanma goro doyisib. Bu
baximdan Azorbaycan da istisna
deyil. Umumiyyotlo iso Azorbay-
can orazisindo isiglandirma va-
sitolorindon istifado eradan ovvalo
aid edilir. Belo ki, kiip gabirlerinin
avadanligma daxil olan sado for-
mali piydanlar Azeorbaycan ora-
zisindo askar olunmus on godim
isiqlandirma vasitolori hesab olunur.

ver since the ancient men
Ehad invented the fire, peo-
ple started looking for the

ways of illuminating their dwell-
ings. Of course, now it is hard to
put forth an idea on when and where
exactly humans had used an artifi-
cial light for the first time in their
history. However, most historians
agree that this had happened during
Mesolithic period, or in X-VIII mil-
lenniums B.C. As concluded from
researches, earliest lighting devices
used to be the appropriate natural
objects, e.g. rocks with the hollows.
The most ancient mean of illumina-
tion is a lithic lamp discovered in
1940 in the Lascaux cave in France.
According to archaeologists, the first
ever bark-shaped lighting device had
been made 6000 years ago during
Neolithic. However, some scientists
assert that bark-shaped illumina-
tors were produced in Sumer 2600
years ago from the gaja. Therefore,
there are several theories regarding
the age of the first lighting devices.
The only thing that can be safe

to say is that types of illuminators
used by the mankind had contin-
uously changed from one histori-
cal period and geographic location
to another, and Azerbaijan is not
an exception to this regularity.
Artificial illumination had been
used in Azerbaijan since long be-
fore the Common Era’s beginning.
For example, oil lamps discovered
in the ancient jar burials are known
as the oldest means of illumination
ever used in the country’s territo-
ry. During middle ages, illuminator
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Azorbaycan ohalisinin orta osrlor
dovriindo genis istifado etdiklori
isiglandirma vasitolorino iso piy-
danlarla yanasi, ¢iraglart vo sam-
danlar1 da niimuns gostormoak olar.

Isiglandirma vasitolori formasi-
na, boadii islonmasine vo hazir-
landi1g1 materiala goro do forglonir.
Piydanlar daha c¢ox istifads
edilib, erkon orta asrlordon basla-
yaraq c¢iraqlarin istifadosi istiin-
lik toskil edib. Milli Azorbaycan
Tarixi Muzeyinin isiglandirma va-
sitolorindon ibarat kolleksiyasin-
da mohz ¢iraglar ¢oxluq toskil
edirr. Homin c¢iraglar arasinda
hom Azarbaycanda, ham ds onun
hiidudlarindan ¢ox-cox uzaqlar-
da hazirlanmis niimunoalor vardir.
Kolleksiyada yerli monsali ¢iraqlar
Beylogan, Gonco, Mingagevir,
Qoboalo, Soki, Bondovan, Baki,
Quba vo Sabran kimi orta asr sohor
yerlorindon tapilib. Digor gotirilmo
ciraqlar iso Krim, Iran vo Tiirkiyo
(Malazgird) ora-
zilorindo askar olunub.

Piydan vo c¢iraglart hazirlan-
ma vo ya istifado dovrlorina gors
son antik (e.o. II-b.e. III osr),
erkon orta osrlor (III-VIII asrlor),
inkisaf etmis orta osrlor (IX-XIII
asrlor) vo son orta asrlor (XIV-XVII
osrlor) morhalolorine ayirmaq olar.

Son antik dovro aid c¢iraglarin
govdosi yarimsar olub, boru for-
mali fitili gévdodon baslayaraq qa-
bin konarlarindan yuxariya dogru
meyillidir.  Qulplar1  qdvsvaridir.

II-VIII asrlors aid ¢iraglar iiglin
boyiik Olciilor vo sar formali go-
vdo sociyyovidir. Bundan basqa

ral

variety increased to cover lamps and
sconces. [llumination means are also
distinguished by their forms, artistic
design and manufacturing materials.
While oil lamps had been the most
popular lighting devices in antiquity,
starting with early Middle Ages, the
share of such lamps became increas-
ingly predominant. So is the share
of these lamps in the collection of
lighting devices stored in the Nation-
al Museum of History of Azerbaijan
(NMHA). Bringing together both
domestically manufactured devices
and the ones which have been pro-
duced in the far abroad, collection
includes lamps produced in the dif-
ferent medieval towns of Azerbaijan
(e.g. Beylagan, Ganja, Mingechevir,
Gabala, Shaki, Bandovan, Baku,
Guba and Shabran), as well as
the lamps imported from Crimea,
Iran and Turkey (Malazgird).

Classified according to their
production periods and use, there
are late antiquity (II century B.C.
— III century A.D.), early middle
age (III-VIII centuries), developed
middle age (IX-XIII centuries)
and late middle age (XIV-XVII
centuries) lamps in the collection.

Late antiquity lamps have hemi-
sphere bodies and tubiform wicks
stretched from the body towards
the top and bow-shaped handles.

Typical III-VIII century lamp is
large with hemisphere body. Also
it has collars and a handle with one
side attached to the body and the
other one attached to the edge of
the lamp’s mouth. One such lamp
had been discovered in 1954 among



onlarin fitil kegirilon burnu vo qulpu
var. Homin c¢iraqlarin qulpunun bir
ucu agzinin konarina, digor ucu iso
govdoys yapisdirilirdi.  Haqqin-
da bohs edilon dovrs aid ¢iraq nii-
munoasi 1954-cii ildo Beylogan sohor
yerindon tapilib. Homin ¢iraq bo-
zumtul saxsili olub, qalin divarlidir
(AF 18145). Govdoesi kiirogokil-
li olan bu ciragmn lentsokilli iki
qulpu var. Qulplarinin bir ucu
govdosing, digor ucu iso agzinin
konarina birlasib. Liiloyi borusokil-
lidir, fitil qoyulan hissasi sinmis
olsa da, sonradan borpa olunub.
Agz1 nisboton genis, oturacagi
diizdiir. Onun hiindiirliiyiic 6 sm,
agzinin diametri 4 sm, oturacaginin
diametri iso 4,5 sm-dir (sokil 3).

IX-XII osrloro aid ¢iraqlar

ruins of medieval Beylagan. The
artefact (AF 18145) is made from
a greyish clay and has thick walls,
spheroidal body and two lentiform
handles. One side of each han-
dle is attached to the body, and the
other one is mounted to the edge
of the mouth. The lamp has a tubi-
form chimney and collar. The lat-
ter was broken and later restored.
Having relatively wide mouth and
flat base, the lamp is 6 cm tall with
mouth diameter of 4 cm and base
diameter of 4.5 cm. (picture 3).

IX-XII century lamps have
relatively small bodies. Handles
are usually spherical with len-
tiform profile, attached to the
chimneys. Some of the period’s
discovered lamps are glazed.

—
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liciin  nisbaton  kicik  gdvdo
sociyyovidir. Onlarin  qulpu iso
adaton en kosiklori lentvari olmagqla
dairovi sokildo diizoldilir vo gabin
bogazina birlosdirilirdi. Bu dévra

aid Tzori sirlo ortiilmiis ¢iraq nii-
munolori do agkar edilmisdir. Son-
raki c¢iraqlarin  gévdosi nisboton
kicilmoklo yanasi, qulplart na-
ziklogir, bogaz hissosi iso nisbaton
uzanir. Liilolori iifiiqi voziyyatdadir.
GoOvdolori  nisbaton  kigilmoklo
yanasi, hom  kiiro  soklindon
todricon uzunsov hala kegir, hom do
naxiglanmaga baslanilir. Yanacagin
tokiilmosini asanlagdirmaq
mogsadilo ¢iraglarin  agizlari qif
soklindoa hazirlanirdr (sokil 5, 9, 11).

Bu dovre aid maraqli niimuna
1954-cii  ildo Beylogan sohor

More recent lamps have rela-
tively small bodies, thinner han-
dles, longer chimneys and hori-
zontal bases. In addition to having
smaller bodies, the new genera-
tion lamps were distinguished for
their oblong forms and firstly used
decoration. In order to make fuel
supply more comfortable, these
lamps were equipped with fun-
nel-shaped mouths (pictures 5,9, 11).

One of the lamps with described
characteristics was discovered in
1954 from the ruins of Beylagan,
and presented an earthenware lamp
made of a red-coloured clay with no
enamel cover. The lamp (AF 16366)
has a thick walled body, spherical
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shape and one handle attached to the
body and the edge of the mouth. The
lamp’s mouth is wide and the chim-
ney is smoked with one broken edge.
Standing on a flat base, the lamp
has following size characteristics:
height - 7.7 cm, body diameter - 9
cm, mouth diameter - 4.6 cm, base-
ment diameter — 5.7 cm.(picture 4).

Another exemplar of IX-XIII
century lamps is the earthenware
lamp (AF 15531) discovered in
1939 in the ancient part of Ganja.
Made from red-coloured clay, the



yerindon tapilmis qirmizi HJ
saxsili  sirsiz  ¢iraqdir.
Onun govdesinin divari
qalin, formasi iso kiiro
soklindodir (AF 16366).
Qulpunun bir ucu agzinin
konarina, digor ucu iso
govdosino  birlogmisdir.
Ciragin agz1 genis, his-
lo  ortiilmiis  liloyinin
ucu iso sinmisdir. Otura-
cag1 diiz olan bu ¢iragin EW

hiindiirliiyii 7,7 sm, go-
vdosinin diametri 9 sm, agzinin
diametri 4,6 sm, oturacaginin
diametri iso 5,7 sm-dir (sokil 4).
IX-XIII asrlors aid Sirli ¢iraglarin
digor maraqli niimunasi  1939-cu
ildo Gonco sohor yerindon askar
olunmugdur (AF 15531). Saxsist
qurmiz1 rangds olan bu ¢iragin go-
vdasi sarsokilli, qulpunun en kosiyi
isa lentvaridir. ©vvalki niimunalords
oldugu kimi bu ciragin da liloyi
boru sokillidir. Onun sothi yasil
sirlo Ortiilso do, ¢ox hissasinin siri
tokiilmiisdiir. Agiz hissosi nisbaton
genisdir. Sinmis qulpu sonradan bor-
pa olunmusdur. Hiindirliyii 6,1 sm,
agzinin diametri 3,8 sm, oturacaginin
diametri iso 4,5 sm-dir (sokil 9).
Bu ciir ¢iraq niimunslorindon
biri  1938-ci ildo Gonco sohor
yerindon  tapilmigdir (AF  48).
Qumizi saxsili bu ¢iragin  daxi-
li vo xarici sothi yasil rongli sirlo
ortiilmiisdiir. Bozi yerlorindo sir
tobaqosi gopub tokiilmisdiir.
Crragin  osas Ozalliklorindon  biri
onun ikiliiloli olmasidir. Liilolor
bir-birindon oks torafa
istiqgamotlonmisloar.

lamp has spheroidal body and han-
dle with lentiform profile. Alike
its’ older analogues, the lamp has a
tubiform chimney. The lamp’s sur-
face used to be glazed with green
enamel, mainly peeled off by the
time of discovery. The mouth is
relatively wide. Broken handle was
later restored. The lamp has follow-
ing size characteristics: height — 6.1
cm, mouth diameter — 3.8 cm, base-
ment diameter — 4.5 cm. (picture 9).

The second artefact discovered in
Ganja back in 1938, is a red earth-
enware lamp (AF 48), both outer
and inner parts of which are glazed
with green enamel, partly peeled
off by the time of discovery. Dis-
tinguishing feature of the artefact is
that it is equipped with two oppo-
sitely oriented chimneys. The lamp
has hemispherical body, broken
handle with lentiform profile and
following size parameters: height
— 6 cm, basement diameter — 5 cm,
mouth diameter—3.5 cm.(picture 13).

Lamps of XIV-XVII centuries are
divided into two categories, namely
vase shaped and double-chimney
lamps. Specialists characterize the
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Qulpunun en kosiyi lentsokilli vo
sinmis  voziyyatdodir.  Govdasi
yarimsar soklindo olan bu ¢iragin
hiindiirliiyi 6 sm, oturacaginin di-
ametri 5 sm, agzmin diametri iso

vase shaped lamps as an improved
version of the earlier bowl shaped
devices which had been widely used
in the early medieval Azerbaijan.
The vase shaped lamps were usu-

3,5 sm-dir
(sakil 13). E'J
XIV-XVIIL
osrloro  aid
ciraglar  iso
vaza tipli vo
lalokli ol-
magqla iki
qrupa ayrilir.
Vazaya ox-
sar  c¢iraglar
miitoxassislor EW

LE ally gathered

from four sep-
arately  pro-
duced compo-
nents, e.g. two

bowls, join-
ing axis and
handle. The

bottom bowl
was wider and
flatter, more

looking like

torofindon 1lk
orta osrlordo Azarbaycan orazisindo
genis yayillmis kasavari ¢iraqlarin
tokmillosdirilmis  formast hesab
olunur. Bu g¢iraglar  adoton
ayri-ayriligda hazirlanaraq sonra-
dan birlosdirilon dérd hissadon — alt
va list kasalardan, onlar1 birlagdiran
oxdan vo qulpdan ibarotdir. Alt kasa
iist kasaya nisbaton iri va dayaz olur.
O daha cox nolbakiys oxsayirdi.
Ciraq alt kasa iistiindo otururdu. Ust
kasaya 1so yanacaq tokiiliirdii. Na-
zik ¢cubuqvari qulpun asag1 torofi alt
kasanin qiragina, yuxari hissosi 1s9
birlosdiricioxabarkidilirdi(sokil 14).

Kolleksiyada bu dovrin nii-
munodlori arasinda 2014-cii ildo
Quba  rayonunun  Piistogasim
kondindon tesadiifon tapilmis sir-
li ¢iraq Ozilinomoxsus yer tutur
(AF 23931). Gili qurmizimtil-
narinct rongdo olan bu ¢iragin
gbdvdasinds yalniz miisyyan hissalor
sirlo Ortiilmiisdiir. Homin hissalor

3l

a saucer and
serving as base for the lamp. The up-
per bowl was used as an oil font. Thin
stick shaped handle was attached to
the edge of the bottom bowl, and to
the joining axis surface (picture 14).

In the museum’s collection, there
are several typical examples of the
described period’s lamps. The most
unique artefact of this kind is an
enamelled lamp (AF 23931) which
was incidentally found in 2014 in
Pustagasim village of Guba dis-
trict. Made from reddish-orange
coloured clay, the lamp body is
just partly glazed with brown and
greenish coloured enamel. The
lamp’s distinguishing feature is that
it is decorated with whitish eglobe
(slipware) which forms two parallel
lines circling the lamp’s shoulder
segment. The artefact has a han-
dle with lentiform profile, which
connects its’ body and mouth. The
lamp’s mouth is wide and cup



gohvayi vo yasilimtil ronglora calir.
Maraqli cohot ondan ibarotdir ki,
naxiglanma agimtil anqob vasitasilo
yerino yetirilmis, ¢iyin hissasindo
govdoboyu paralel iki cizma
cevro ¢okilmisdir. Ciraq homginin
govdo ilo agiz hissoni birlogdiron
va en kosiyi lentvari olan qulpa ma-
likdir. Onun agzinin yuxari hisse-
si enli olub, fincan soklindadir.
Oturacag1 vo burun hissosi qirilmis
bu c¢iragin hiindiirliytic 14 sm,
agzinin diametri 5,9 sm, otura-
cagimmin diametri iso 6,3 sm-dir.

2016-c1 ildo Quba bolgasindo
tosadiifon tapilmig digor niimuno
(AF 28106) do maraq dogurur.
GoOvdoasinin miioyyon hissolori agiq
gohvayi rongls boyanmis ¢iraq 6z
badii tortibatina gdro diqqgeti calb
edir. Gili qurmizimtil-narinei rongda
olan bu ¢iragin agzi sinmis, naticads

shaped. With its’ base and chimney
broken, the lamp has the height of
14 cm, mouth diameter of 5.9 cm,
and basement diameter of 6.3 cm.

Another noteworthy lamp (AF
28106) was also found in Guba,
in 2014. With some parts of its’
body painted with light-brown co-
lour, the lamp strikes the eye with
its’ artistic decoration. Made from
reddish-orange clay, the lamp
has a broken mouth and breaches
emerged in the base and the body.
On the rare side of the body, there
are remains of a broken handle pre-
served. Some broken parts of the
lamp were later restored, its’ outer
surface was covered with slipware
dendritic ornaments. The shoul-
der is circled with a couple of im-
printed parallel lines. The lamp has
the following size characteristics:

=
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oturacaginda \6) gbovdasindo
smmadan  dolik  yaranmusdir.
Govdonin arxa torafinds isa qulpun
sinmig yerlori qalmigdir. Ciragin
bozi sinmis hissolori sonradan bor-

height — 10.5 cm, mouth diameter —
3 cm, basement diameter — 7.5 cm.

The most essential part of pottery
production process is fashioning.
According to manufacturing meth-

pa edilmis,

xarici sathing HJ
anqobdan
agac  sokil-
li  naxiglar -
salinmis, ¢i-
yin  hissosi
iki  paralel
batiq ¢evra
ilo ohatolon-
misdir. Liilok
hissosi-
nin son-

lugu xarico EW

LE ods, earthen-
ware (includ-
ing  lamps)
is  general-
ly into two
types, one
fashioned
manually
and the oth-
er one fash-
ioned with
the potter’s
wheel help.
The third

diiymo sokil-
li ¢xantilidir. Crragin  hiindiirlityi
10,5 sm, agzmmin diametri 3 sm,
oturacaginin diametri iso 7,5 sm-dir.

Saxs1 hazirlanmasinda on mo-
suliyyotli proses momulatin for-
malasdirilmasidir. Istehsal {isuluna
g0ro anonavi saxst mamulati, o clim-
lodan ¢iraqlar, “slde hazirlanma” vo
“carx1” olmaqla iki qrupa ayrilir.

Dulus  istehsalinda  iigiincii
morhalo ¢iraqglarin qurudul-
mas1 idi. Onlar kiilok tutmayan,
kolgo yerda qurudulurdu.

Istehsal  prosesindo  novbo-

ti morhalo ¢iraglarin  bodii tor-
tibatidi. Bu zaman  onlarin
iizorindo sliyroloms, yapma, ciz-
ma, basma, boyama, sirlomo kimi
isullarla bir sira olave bozok
omoliyyatlar1 aparilirdi. Texnolo-
Ji baximdan ¢iraqglar ii¢ marholoda:
ilkin formalasdirma, qurumadan vo

10l

phase of pot-
tery production is drying of final
product in a backwind and shad-
owy place. The next production
phase is the artistic decoration, con-
sisting in covering a product with
various ornaments by using the
methods of sculpting, engraving,
carving, imprinting, painting, glaz-
ing, etc. Technically, lamp produc-
tion process goes through the conse-
quent stages of primary fashioning,
drying, kilning and decoration.

Product quality directly depend-
ed on type and improvement meth-
ods of kilning equipment. Alike
other earthenware products, lamps
used to be baked in the pottery kilns.

According to ingredient
materials, there are earthenware
and metallic lamps. The most wide-
ly used earthenware lamps are di-
vided into the subtypes with and



birinci bismadon sonra naxis-bazok
omoliyyatina moruz qalirdi.

Crraglarin  keyfiyysti bilavasito
bisirmo avadanligimin noviindon
vo onlarin  tokmillosmo  iisul-
larindan asili idi. Gil ¢iraqglar
da, digor saxsi nlimunoslori kimi
dulus kiiralorinda bigirilirdi.

Torkibine goéra ¢iraqlar sax-
st vo metal olmaqgla iki qrupa
ayrilir.  Komiyyst  baximindan
coxluq toskil edon saxsi ¢iraglar
Ozlori do sirsiz vo sirli olurlar.
Hazirda Milli Azerbaycan Tarixi
Muzeyinin arxeoloji ¢iraq kolleksi-
yasia 200-don ¢ox ¢iraq daxildir.
Saxlanmavaziyyatlorinagdraonlarin
bir qismi biitov, qalanlar1 iso frag-
ment soklindo natamamdir. Ciraqlar
igarisindo  orta asrlor ddvriino
aid niimunolor ¢oxluq toskil edir.

MATM-do qorunan vo orta asr
sohor yerlorindon agkar olunan sax-
s1 ¢iraglar1 formalarina gora sokkiz
névo bolmok olar. ilk olaraq, yasti
oturacaqli, sar vo ya ¢ollokvari go-
vdali, gen vo alcaq bogazl, fitil
iiclin ucunda oyuq olan boru sokilli
liillay9, agzinin konarina vo govdaya

without enamel layer. Currently,
there are more than 200 lamps in
the collection of NMHA. Some
of them are preserved as a whole,
while the others are represented by
their fragments. Majority of the col-
lection’s items are the lamps pro-
duced back in the medieval period.

Lamps that have been exca-
vated from the medieval towns
of Azerbaijan and are current-
ly stored in the Museum, can be
divided into the following eight
categories according to their forms.

Typical first category lamp has a
flat base, spheroidal or barrel shaped
body, wide and short neck, tubiform
chimney with a hollow on its’ edge
for placing the wick, and one han-
dle attached to the mouth edge and
body. Such lamps were produced
manually and sometimes by a pot-
ter’s wheel in VIII-IX centuries,
and exclusively by potter’s wheel
in IX-XI centuries (pictures 1,2).

The second category lamp has
short disk-shaped basement, round
body, tubiform chimney and lenti-
form handle with the lower side at-

birlogdirilmis qulpa ma-
lik ciraglart gdstormok
olar. Bu ndv ¢iraqlarin
VIHI-IX  osrlora  aid
edilon bozi nlimunalori
dulus ¢arxindan istifads
edilmodon kobud for-
mada hazirlanib. IX-XI
osrlors aid edilon ¢iraqglar
is9  dulus dozgahinda
hazirlanib  (sokil 1,2).

Kolleksiyadaki ikin-
ci ndv c¢iraglara iso




alcaq diskvari oturacaga, bir qodor
doyirmi govdoys vo borusokilli
lilloyo malik niimunolori id etmok
miimkiindiir. Bu ndv ¢iraglarin
lentgokilli  qulpunun asagi ucu
govdoys, yuxart ucu agzinin
konarina yapisdirtlib  (sokil  8).

tached to the body and the upper side
attached to the edge of the mouth.

The third category lamps have rel-
atively conical bodies, short necks,
tubiform chimneys and fissured
semi-circular handles with lentiform
profile. Alike their analogues from

Ugclinctii
név ciraglar
nisbaton

the previous
category,
handles of

konusvari these lamps
govdaoyo have their
malik olub, lower sides
alcaq boga- attached to
zhidirlar. Bu the body
ciraqlarin and the up-
liloklori per ones
borusokil- attached to
li, yarim- the edge
dairovi  qulplarinin  en  kosiyi of the mouth.

lentsokilli olub, iizorindo sirimlar
var. Bu niimunslorde do qulpun
yuxart hissesi agzinin konarina,
asagl hissosi iso govdoya birlosib.

Kolleksiyadaki ¢iraqglarin
dordiincii noviinii bikonik gdvdoyo
malik, bogaz hissalori nisbaton
genis vo yuxartya dogru uzanan nii-
munoalar taskil edir. Onlarin liloklari
borusakilli olub, diiz istigamatlidir.
Bu tip ¢iraqlarin qulplar1 da yarim-

9 =

The fourth category lamps are
characterized by biconical bodies
and relatively wide necks becoming
longer upwards. These lamps have
tubiform horizontal chimneys and
semi-circular handles with lentiform
profile. Upper side of such handle is
attached to the edge of the neck, and
the lower side is attached to the body.
Exemplars of the fourth category
lamps have been discovered in Bey-
lagan, Shamakhi, Barda and Sham-
kir. One of the lamps detected in
Beylagan has sequentially connect-
ed lentiform handle with two stripes
scratched along its’ body (picture 3).

The fifth category lamps are
characterized by biconical body,
necks that become thinner up-
wards, tubiform chimneys and
semi-circular handles with len-
tiform profile, attached to the



dairovi, en kosiklori iso lentsokilli
olub, yuxari ucu bogazin konarina,
asagiucu iso govdoya birlosib. Oxsar
niimunolor Samaxi, Bordo vo Somkir
sohar yerlorindon do molumdur. Bu
tipo aid Beylogandan askar olunmus
ciragin bir-birinin ardinca birlosdi-
rilimis lentsokilli qulpu var. Qulp
boyunca iki ci1ziq ¢okilib (sokil 3).

Besinci novo aid ciraglar iso
bir qodor bikonik goévdoyo, nis-
boton yuxariya dogru daralan
bogazlara malikdir. Onlarin
liiloklori borusakilli olub, en kasi-
yi lentsokilli olan qulplart yarim-
dairovidir. Qulplarin yuxari ucu
bogazin konarina, asagi hissosi
159 govdays birlosib (sokil 10).

Kolleksiyanin altinct nov
ciraglarima dar govdoys, yarim-
dairovi qulpa, uzun liilloyo malik
niimunolor aiddir. Bu niimunalorin
bogazlar1 qisa olub, yuxariya dog-
ru daralir. Qulplarin en kosiklori
lentsokilli  olub, yuxar1 hissosi
bogazinin konarina, asagi hisso-
si govdoyo birlosib (sokil 7).

Yeddinci novo aid ciraglar da
maraqli quruluglart ilo diggoat colb
edirlor. Bels ki, bu név ciraqlar bir

o

neck’s edge and body (picture 10).

Lamps from the sixth category
have narrow bodies, semi-circu-
lar handles with lentiform profile,
long chimneys and short necks.
Handles are attached to the edge of
the neck and the body (picture 7).

The seventh category lamps are
distinguished for the interesting
structure, too. Typical lamp of this
category has round or spheroidal
body and narrow and funnel-shaped
neck. Some XII-XIII century ex-
emplars are decorated with stripes.
Being quite typical for the entire
Caucasus region, such lamps have
been excavated from the majority
of medieval monuments (picture 6).

Finally, the eighth category is rep-

godor yastilagsmis doy-

irmi vo ya sarsokil- BJ
li  govdalori, eloca
do dar vo qif formali
bogazi ilo forqlonirlor.
XIT-XTIT osrin
birinci  yarisina  aid
niimunoslorin  bazilori
ciziglarla nax-
islanitb. Qafqaz tigiin
sociyyovi olan bu Eh
tip ciraqlar arxeoloji




qazintilarzamaniortaasrabidolorinin
oksariyystindonaskarolunub(sokil6).

Nohayat, kolleksiyada ¢iraqlarin
sonuncu, sokkizinci novini iki
liilokli nimunaloar toskil edir. Muze-
yin ¢iraq kolleksiyasinda Beylogan
vo Gonco sohor yerlorindon agkar
olunmus iki lilokli saxsi ¢iraqlar qo-
runur. Bu ciraqglar igarisindo Ganca
sohor yerindon tapilmis sirli ¢iraq
diqgoti daha ¢ox calb edir (sokil 12).

Muzeyin ¢iraq kolleksiyasinin
kicik hissosini Azorbaycan hiidud-
larindan konarda hazirlanmis vo son-
radan Olkomizo gotirilmis ¢iraqlar
toskil edir. Onlarin arasinda Krim-
dan (Ker¢) olan kicik saxsi1 ¢iraq
forma baximindan bdyik maraq
dogurur (AF 50). Saxs1 ¢iragin rongi
qirmiz1 olub, sathi hamardir. Govde-
si sargokilli, Liloyi iso ¢ox kigikdir.
Onun xiisusi slamatlorinden biri do
agiz hissosinin slizgoc sokilli ol-
masidir. Qulpu sinmis voziyyatdo
olsa da, sonradan barpa edilib. Qulp
lentgakillidir: bir ucu agzinin konari-
na, digar ucu iso govdasing birlogib.
Onun hiindiirliyt 2,5 sm, govdosi-
nin diametri 5,5 sm, oturacaginin
diametri 2,5 sm-dir. Krimdan olan
bu ¢iraq 6z formasina géro, Roma
dovrii erken xristianliq donemina

1a]

resented by double-chimney earthen-
ware lamps discovered in Beylagan
and Ganja. The most characteris-
tic artefact of this kind is a glazed
lamp found in Ganja (picture 12).

Small part of the Museum’s col-
lection is constituted by the lamps
produced abroad and later imported
into the territory of Medieval Azer-
baijan. The most interesting exem-
plar of this collection is an earthen-
ware lamp (AF 50) which had been
produced in Crimea (Kerch). The
red-coloured lamp has smooth sur-
face, spheroidal body and very small
chimney. Distinguishing feature of
the artefact consists in the strainer

form of the mouth. Handle of the dis-
covered artefact was broken and lat-
er restored. It has a lentiform shape
and one side connected to the edge
of the mouth, and the other — to the
body of the lamp. The lamp has the
height of 2.5 cm, body diameter of
5.5 cm and basement diameter of 2.5
cm. By its’ appearance, the artefact
is similar to the lamps produced in
the Roman Empire back in the peri-
od of early Christianity (picture 19).

Another overseas item in the col-
lection is a lamp (AF 58) produced in
the Southern Azerbaijan. Made from
reddish coloured clay and glazed




aid ciraqlant xatirladir (sokil 19).

Bu qobildon maraq doguran
digor ¢iraq niimunasi iso Conubi
Azorbaycandandir (AF 58). Sax-
sis1 qurmizimtil rongds olub, lizeri
aciq yasil sirlo oOrtiilmiisdir. Go6-
vdosi yarimgar formalidir, liiloyi
novcani xatirladir. Lentsokilli qul-
punun bir ucu agzinin keonarina,
digor ucu iso govdosino birlosdi-
rilmigdir. Uzunlugu 13,2 sm, go-

vdosinin diametri 7,5 sm, agzinin
diametri 3,7 sm-dir (sokil 18).
Milli Azorbaycan Tarixi

Muzeyinds isiqlandirma vasitolori
kolleksiyasinda tunc ¢iraqlar da
vardir. Lakin bu nov c¢iraglarin say1
xeyliazdir. Belogiraqlar Soki, Qabalo,
Ismay1lli vo Baki orazisindon askar
olunub. Onlarin bir qismi arxeoloji,
digor qismi iso tosadiifi tapintidir.

Digor maraq doguran niimuno
159 Qaboalo sohor yerindon arxeo-
loji gazintilar noticosindo tapilmis
tunc ¢iraqdir (AF 24362). Tuncdan
tokmo tisulu ilo hazirlanmis ¢iragin

with green enamel, the lamp has
hemispherical shape, trough shaped
chimney and lentiform handle at-
tached to the mouth edge and body.
The lamp has a length of 13.2 cm,
body diameter of 7.5 cm and mouth
diameter of 3.7 cm. (picture 18).

The Museum’s collection of
lighting devices also includes
few examples of the bronze-made
lamps discovered in Shaki, Gabala,

Ismayilli and Baku. Some of these
artefacts have been detected by the
archaeological excavations, whilethe
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gbévdoasi yarimsar soklindadir. Kigik
liloyinin  ucunda  glimbazvari
cixintt var. Agiz hissasindo qa-
pagt var. Ciwagin  qulpunun
qurtaracagl insan bast formasin-

others were discovered by chance.

One of these artefacts is a bronze
lamp (AF 24362) discovered by ar-
chaeologists in Gabala. Made of a
cast bronze, the lamp has hemispher-

dadir.  Hindirliyt
5,5 sm-dir. Forma HJ
baximdan  ¢iragin
Azorbaycanda  ox-
sar1 tapilmayib vo
qulpunun antro-
pomorf ¢ixinti ilo
tamamlanmasi  iso
onu erkon orta os-
rlors aid etmayo im-
kan verir (sokil 15).

ical body and
short chimney
with coni-
cal projection
detected  on
its’ edge. The
lamp’s mouth
is covered by
a cap. Edge
of the handle
is  decorated
with a human
head’s figure.
The form of
this 5.5 cm
tall lamp has

Bakidan  askar
olunmus tunc c¢iraq
oldugca maraq
dogurur. Belo
ki, tokmo  isu- EW
lu ilo hazirlan-

mis bu ¢iraq dord ayaga malik-

dir (AF 1002). Onlardan ikisi
govdonin, ikisi iso liilonin orta
hissasing lehimlonib. Zoo-
morf tipdo olan bu g¢iragin
govdosi izorindo noabati
naxiglar ~ vo  buynuz  tosviri

verilmisdir. Liilasinda iso toko tosvir
edilib. Hiindiirliiyli 7, agiz diametri
is9 3,5 sm olan bu ¢iragin kollek-
siyada digor oxsar niimunalori do
var. Belo ki, Soki rayonu orazis-
indon tosadiif noticosindo askar
olunaraqg Muzeyo tohvil verilmis
ciraq da tokma tiisulu ilo hazirlan-
mis vo dord ayaga malikdir (AF
2004) (sokil 16). Zoomorf go-
vdoya malik bu ¢iraq miitoxassis-
lor torofindon XII osro aid edilir.

Metal isiglandirma  vasitolori
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no analogues

in the territory of Azerbaijan. An-
thropomorphic decoration of its’
handle allows dating the lamp as an
early medieval artefact (picture 15).
Another interesting bronze lamp
had been discovered in Baku. Made
of a cast bronze, the lamp (AF
1002) is standing on four legs, two
of which are attached to a center
of the lamp’s body, and two — to
the center of chimney. Body of this
zoomorphically designed artefact
is decorated with floral ornaments
and picture of horn. Also, there is
a picture of he-goat on the lamp’s
chimney. Having height of 7 cm
and mouth diameter of 3.5 cm,
the lamp has an analogue among
the collection’s artefacts, namely
the bronze lamp (AF 2004) which



kolleksiyasinda daha maraqli nii-
muno iso Ismayillidan tapilmis tunc
ciraq vo ciraqaltidir (AF 2693).
Ciraq qulplu olub, sothino noqte-
li dairaciklor hokk olunub. Qul-
punun xarici sathi dalgavari sokildo
relyefli  olan ¢wagin  agzinin
konarmna ilgok lehimlonib. Otura-
caq hissasindo iso kigik ¢ixintist
var. Ciragm hiindiriiliyt 9,5 sm,
gévdasinin diametri 7 sm, agzinin
diametri 4,7 sm, uzunlugu iso 21
sm-dir. Ciraqaltiya goldikdes iso, o
mil sokilli olub, alt sonlugu sivridir.
Yuxart sonlugu isa morkozinda
qifsokilli ¢ixintist olmaqla dord
qatlanmis qol ilo tamamlanir. Milin
morkozino qus fiqu-
ru lehimlonib (sokil 17).

Criraqla bagli mosalolordon biri
iso onlarin hanst ndv yanacaqla
tochiz olunmasidir. Belo ehtimal
olunur ki, ilk zamanlar yanacaq
kimi heyvan piyindon vo miixtalif

was detected casually in Shaki and
dated as XII century item (picture
16). Made of a cast bronze, the lamp
has four legs and zoomorphic body.

Another example of metallic
lighting devices is a bronze lamp
with stand (AF 2693) which have
been discovered in Ismayilli. The
lamp is equipped with a handle,
surface of which is decorated with
spotty circles. The handle’s outer
surface is wavy and attached to the
mouth edge by a buttonhole. There
is a small projection on the lamp’s
base. The artefact has a height of 9.5
cm, body diameter of 7 cm, mouth
diameter of 4.7 cm and length of
21 cm. The stand is billow-shaped
with sharp bottom edge and fun-
nel-shaped top edge with four-fold-
ed arm. The billow’s center is

decorated with pic-
ture of a bird (picture 17).
Another parameter discussed
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yaglardan (ilan balig1 yagi), son-
raki dovrlordo iso neftdon istifads
edilmisdir. Olbatto, neftdon istifads
tosadiifi olmayib, Azarbaycanin, xii-
susilo do Abseronun neft yataqlar
ilo zongin olmasindan gaynaglanir.
Bunu orta osr yazili qaynaqglar1 da

tasdiq edir. Belo ki, X asra aid arob
; manbalorinde Bakida nef-
tin oldo edilmasi barado
molumatlara rast

golmok
mimkindir.
Masalon, X
asrdo yasamis
arab cografi-
yaslinas-soyyaht ol-Mo-
sudi  Bakida, Xozor
-{ donizinin sahilinds nef-
4 tin  mixtolif novlori-
4 nin oldo edilmasi hag-
da otrafli yazmigdir. O,
geyd edirdi ki, diinyada
Bakidan basqa ag neft
(kerosin) olan basqa yer
yoxdur. Miiasir oxucuya
bu molumat goribo
gbrlino  bilor, c¢ilinki
\ bollidir ki, ag neft
A emal naticasindo
alman  mohsuldur.
/f  Lakin al-Masu-

di tam haqgl idi,
clinki hagqigaton do
Suraxanida yerin to-
kindon hazir kerosin ¢1x-
irdi. X osr orab soyyahi
Obu Dulof iso ilk dofo

when describing the lamps is the
type of a fuel used for produc-
ing the light. Allegedly the earliest
lighting devices used to be fuelled
with the animal fat and the oil ob-
tained from a cod liver and snakes.
In later periods, petroleum had been
added to the list of the fuel types
used. Of course, it isn’t surprising at
all that in Azerbaijan and especially
on the oil-rich Absheron Peninsula
petroleum had been long and wide-
ly used as the source of lighting.
This historical fact is evidenced by
a number of medieval sources, start-
ing with Arabic chronicles of X cen-
tury, narrating about oil produced in
Baku. For example, Al-Masudi — X
century Arabic geographer, wrote
about different types of oil produced
on the Caspian shore of Baku. He
mentioned that in the world there
is no place other than Baku where
the lamp oil (kerosene) is found.
This statement could seem strange
to a contemporary reader, as today
everyone knows that kerosene can
be only produced through the raw
oil’s refining. However, Al-Ma-
sudi was right, and in Surakhani,
ready-to-use kerosene used to occur
naturally from beneath the Earth’s
surface. Arabic traveller Abu Dulaf -
another X century author, was the first
to give information on the daily rent-
al cost of the oil produced in Baku.

Information on the Absheron
peninsula’s oil resources can be
found in the works of different Eu-
ropean travellers, too. For example,
famous Italian traveller Marco Polo
had evidenced in XIII century that



Baki neftinin giindslik icara haqqt
hagqinda molumat verib. Abseron
nefti hagqinda Avropa sayyahlarinin
osarlorinds rast golinon molumatlar
da maraqhdir. Giirciistanla sorhad-
do zongin yag (neft) monboyinin
movcudlugundan  xabor  veron
italiyalt Marko Polo (XIII asr) yazib
ki, hamin yagla bir dofays yiizodok
gomini doldurmaq olar. Bu yag
iclin ¢ox uzaq yerlordon golirlor,
hor yerdo yalnmiz onu yandirir-
lar. Digor avropali miollif, XV
osrin mashur Venesiya diplomati vo
soyyahi losofat Barbaro qeydlorindo
vurgulayir ki, donizin bu hissesindo
Baki (Baku) adlanan basqa sohor
var ki, Baki donizinin adi onun
adindan gotiiriiliib. Donizin yaxin-
liginda daglar var. Homin daglardan
qara, ¢ox pis iyi olan yag axir, onu
gecolor ¢iraglarda istifado edir vo
1ldo iki dofs dovolors siirtiirdiilor,
clinki oks halda onlar xostolonirlar.

Monbolords  ¢iraglarda  piy
yandirilmas1 haqqinda da maraqh
molumatlar var. Maoasalon, Ob-
diirrosid  ©l-Bakuvinin  (XIV-XV
osrin  ovvali)  “Kitab  tolxis
ol-asar vo ocaib ol-molik al-qohhar”
(“Abidelorin” xiilasasi vo qiidrat-
li hokmdarin mociizalori) asarindo
su itlorinin  dorisinin  yagindan
ciraglarda istifado edildiyini yazib.
Darilorindan tuluglar diizeldib neftlo

doldururlar Vo basga
Olkoaloara apariblar.
Miitoxessislor ~ vazaya  oxsar

ciraglarda yanacaq vasitosi kimi
piy vo ya yagin, liilokli ¢iraglar-
da iso duru yanacagin, yoni neftin
yandirildigini ehtimal edirlor. Bunu

there were rich oil deposits close
to the Georgia’s border. He wrote
that there was so much oil in those
places that it could be filled into one
hundred ships at once. He also wrote
that many people travelled there
from afar to buy oil, and that the oil
was commonly used in that region.
Another European author — famous
XV century Venetian diplomat and
traveller Giosafat Barbaro, wrote
that on this part of the sea there is a
town named Baku, and that the sea is
named just after that town; that there
are mountains close to the seacoast,
and that those mountains give rise to
the flows of stinking black oil. Ac-
cording to Barbaro, that oil was used
commonly as fuel for oil lamps, and
twice a year — for greasing cam-
els to protect them from diseases.

When narrating about fuel types
used in the lamps, sources pay atten-
tion to the animal fat, too. For ex-
ample, Abd-ar-Rashid Bakuvi in his
XIV — early XV century book “Ki-
tab tolxis ol-asar vo acaib ol-molik
ol-gohhar” (Summary of Monuments
and Miracles of a Powerful Mon-
arch), wrote that lamps used to be
fuelled by a seal blubber. Additional-
ly, special wineskins were produced
from a seal skin for carrying the
petroleum to the foreign countries.

Specialists believe that the an-
imal fat was used to fuel the vase-
shaped lamps, whereas the lamps
with chimneys used to work with
petroleum. This assumption is in-
directly evidenced by the fact that
in XVI-XVII centuries the share of
the vase shaped lamps reduced as
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XVI-XVII asrlorde Azorbaycan ora-
zisindo vazaya oxsar ¢iraglardan
istifadonin azalmasi, aksino liilokli
ciraglarin iso artmasi da dolayist ilo
tosdiq edir. Belo giiman olunur ki,
lilokli ¢iraqlarin moisatdo artmasi
yanacaq kimi neftdon istifadonin
genislonmosi ilo alagodar olmusdur.
Sonuncu amil ¢iraglarin formasinda
miioyyon doyisikliklerin bas ver-
masi ilo alagadardir. Bels ki, bu tip
ciraqlarin hocmi daha da boytimoklo
yanasi, liiloklori uzanmis, boga-
zlart 1so qif formasini almisdir.

Ciraglarla vo onlarin yanacaq
monbalori  ile  baghh  qiymatli
molumatlara orta osrlorin poezi-
ya niimunalorinde do rast golmok
miimkiindiir. Azorbaycan klassik
odobiyyatinin gorkomli nii-
mayondolorindon biri, XII osrdo
yasamis sair-filosof Xagani Sir-
vani ¢iraq hagqqinda belo yazmisdir:

Fitili nazik olub, tiikonarsa yag,
Titrayib sonmazmi bir anda ¢iraq?

Digor dahi Azerbaycan miitofok-
kiri Nizami Goncavinin “Xosrov
vo Sirin” asorindaki ¢iragla bagh
fikirlori do boyiikk maraq dogurur:

Yagdan qgiivvat alib yansa da ¢iraq,
Cox olsa ¢wrag sondiiracok yag.

Beloliklo, Milli  Azorbaycan
Tarixi Muzeyinin arxeoloji kollek-
siyasina daxil olan saxsi vo metal
ciraglar IX-XVII osrin avvallorindo
Azorbaycanin  orta osr  sohor
ohalisinin maigatinds onlardan genis
istifado olundugunu tosdiq edir.
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compared to their chimney having
analogues, which was apparently
the case due to the increased use of
petroleum in the everyday life. The
last factor is related with changes
occurred in the lamp forms, includ-
ing increase of sizes, lengthening of
chimneys and funnelling of necks.

Information on lamps and their
fuel sources can be also obtained
from the medieval poems. Khagani
Shirvani — the one of the outstanding
representatives of Azerbaijani clas-
sical poetry, wrote in XII century:

If the wick is too narrow, and
the oil had come to an end

Will  not a  bright lamp
burn out in one moment?
Another genius  Azerbaijani

thinker Nizami Ganjavi, wrote in
his poem “Khosrov and Shirin”:

Although a lamp takes power from
an oil
Too much of fuel may extinguish it
at all.

Therefore, collection gathered
by the National Museum of History
of Azerbaijan speak to the fact that
earthenware and metallic lamps had
been widely used in IX-XVII centu-
ries in the everyday life of the coun-
try’s medieval towns. Having more
earthenware lamps in the collection
means that this was the most com-
monly used type of lighting devic-
es, which is most probably due to
expensiveness of metallic lamps.

Earthenware lamps are in turn



Kolleksiyada saxsi c¢iraglar iistiin-
liik toskil edir, bu da bels ¢iraqlarin
ohalinin biitiin sosial ziimrolorinin
maisatindo osas isiqlandirma vasito-
si oldugunu gostarir. Buna sobab iso
metala nisbatdo saxsi niimunalorin
daha ucuz basa golmosi idi. Sax-
st ciraglarin Ozlori do sirsiz vo
sirli olmagqla iki qrupa ayrilir. Lakin
sirli ciraqlar sirsiz  nlimunslorlo
miiqayisados azliq toskil edir. Kollek-
siyada olan sirli ¢iraglar Beylogan,
Ganco, Qabala va digar orta asr sohar
yerlorindon agkar olunub. Say etibar1
ilo Beylagan va Ganco abidslarindon
askar olunan sirli ¢iraglar daha ¢ox-
dur. Qeyd edok ki, sirli ¢iraglar
imumi qurulusuna goro sirsiz nii-
munolorlo demoak olar ki, eyni olsal-
ar da, kicik olgtilori ilo forqlonirlor.
Maraqli cohst onlarin bodii torti-
batinin kifayot godor sado olmasidir.

Muzeyin zongin ¢iraq kollek-
siyas1 orta osrlordo Azorbaycanda
istifado olunan isiglandirma va-
sitolari, onlarin inkisaf marhoalalori,
istifadesi vo xiisuson, ¢iraqlarin

hazirlanma  texnologiyast  kimi
maosalalorin Oyronilmosindo
boyiik ohomiyyato malikdir.

divided into the lamps with and
without an enamel cover, and there
are more unglazed lamps in the col-
lection. Glazed artefacts have been
mainly discovered from Beylagan,
Ganja, Gabala and other medieval
towns, mainly from Beylagan and
Ganja. It has to be mentioned that
both types of the lamps are very
similar, except for smaller sizes of
enamelled lamps. Another curi-
ous feature is that both lamp types
have quite simple decorations.

Rich lamp collection of the Mu-
seum is very important for study-
ing evolution, usage and especially
production technology of lighting
devices wused in the Me-
dieval Azerbaijan.
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